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October 26, 2018    

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members  

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting:  None 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress:  

 

PFAS Report 

There has been a number of reports in throughout the State of Michigan of water systems 

impacted by PFAS. I can report that after testing of the water, PFAS was not detected in the 

City of Dowagiac’s water supply system. The report is attached. 

 

Electric - Lineman and Apprentice Lineman Dale and Henry attended an operational seminar 

and training related to Underground Medium Voltage Cable and Cable Accessories.  The crew 

also set a new pole and reconnected services on Sherwood, and spent the remainder of the 

week working to add disconnects at the Telegraph substation.  This will provide a means to 

isolate the station once the power is switched for the repairs and inspection scheduled for this 

Saturday. 

 

Water and Sewer - We received the well and pump condition report from Peerless for the 

annual testing and maintenance of the city system that was performed last month.  Three of 

the four wells have had pumps rebuilt since 2012, with the last (#22) now needing this 

service.  The wells are performing similarly, with #22 being the only requiring attention at this 

time, due to a decrease in production compared to last year’s results. 

 Peerless commented about how “well” our systems are performing 

and holding-up, given the high iron levels we contend with.  The 

fact that we are blessed with artisan wells may contribute to this. 

 

The water crew repacked what we hope to be the last leaking valve, 

located near Halstead St., and finished cleaning the lake and city 

lift-stations.  They are now working to pump necessary hydrants in 

both the city and Cass County water systems.  Penn Township Fire 

has completed flushing the south-side of Diamond Lake, and will 

move to the north-side next week.  City firemen have completed the 

flushing of our hydrants. 

 

 

 



Parks and Grounds - The grounds crew planted a Dogwood in the feature bed at the 

cemetery, and restored the lawn from the heavy machinery required to move it into place.    

The garden club also planted bulbs in the museum beds.  In addition, Matt worked with Turf 

Services to shut irrigated sites and drain them for the season. 

 

With strong winds sweeping through the area last weekend, we had another round of 

aftermath to clean-up.  However, considering the outages across the state, the city fared 

reasonably well, with a limb resting on a line and causing a short being the extent of our 

electrical issues.  A couple of the parks did sustain damage to fencing.  Crews continue with 

brush and leaf pick-up.  

 

The last-quarter Landfill Inspection was completed and submitted.  Also submitted to the 

MDEQ was the PFAS Summary report.  Staff attended the monthly cemetery board meeting, 

and met with Wightman to discuss findings from the SAW assessment review. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

   City Manager     
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